
Subject: New Kustom Owner - K200B-1 & "No Port" Frankie 2-12 Cab
Posted by MrShake on Tue, 17 Aug 2021 19:35:01 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

(I need to make a few more legitimate posts, I'd love to post links to pics of this rig here, but until
then, there's info at the bottom of this whole thing on where to find pics I've posted elsewhere.)

Hi, everyone.  Glad to be here.  First and foremost, thanks for all the years of information and
guidance on this very board.  It's been invaluable the past couple of weeks.

I'm proud to join the ranks of Kustom players with a setup that has a lot of personal value to me,
having just acquired my first Kustom - a 1969 K200B-1 and what I believe to be an early 2x15
cab.  

I'd played a few Kustoms over the years, including a six month stint on a borrowed combo, either
an SC410 or a Hustler, in a punk band after college. I grew up in the Midwest, so these and '70s
Peaveys were just... around. And they always sounded pretty good. The memories are foggy, it
was a dark basement. But I love pedal platform amps, play in a garage-punk band with surf/psych
leanings, and have long loved Space Age mid-century design. The tuck and roll era Kustoms have
just always appealed to me.

This particular head belonged to a friend of mine I really look up to as a musician. It meant a lot,
and we'd talked about me buying it for a while.  He recently gave it to me non-working and so I set
to work trying to restore it.  After some serious cleaning and inspection, as well as my first time
replacing a power cord with the proper 3-prong grounded cord, I got it back on its feet and working
nicely. (If you're reading, thanks DeadKoby for your amazing video series. I'd love to see more of
your insight on the Kustom stuff!)  There's a missing capacitor in the power section, one resistor
away from the preamp wires, but I'll probably post a separate thread about that in the repairs
section. Someone covered up what's either gold or silver sparkle with black paint, probably
sometime in the '80s, based on repair forensics. The few bits peeking through are inconsistent,
but based on that, I'd guess silver sparkle.

Anyway, my wife knew I was really hankering for a matching cab (any color, just matching tuck
and roll).  You fine folks here know better than most what a nightmare shipping is on these, and I
can't afford that.  Frankly, I couldn't afford a cab, but there was one within driving distance, I made
an offer, they accepted, and I went to pick it up.  It was so fresh and clean and un-scuffed I
wondered if it was an early-'00s reissue, but further inspection confirmed it was vintage. 
Apparently the owner of the shop had been a Kustom collector, and at one point had them lined
up in the front window of the store on display.  But they weren't selling, so they got clearanced out.
I got the last one.

Again, thanks to the resources here, I think I stumbled across something neat.  I believe it to be a
'65-'66 early Frankie head with 11 ribs, blank jack plate, no front logo, and most interestingly to
me, no ports of any kind.  Not even behind the grillcloth.  Which, based on those other factors and
my days of reading here, means this is probably one of the noted "broken saw" cabs, right?  The
baffle seems perfectly original, and everything else on this has been (mostly) pretty carefully
maintained.  Has anyone been able to pin down when that "broken saw era" would have been?
Other than that, it's missing screws along the center of the back panel, has a few minor scuffs
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along the back bottom edge, and one bruise along the front edge, just under the grillcloth.  But no
tears, runs, or exposed stuffing.  Real clean.

Now, the tricky thing is that it's loaded with Feb 1970 CTS speakers [big square magnets] and the
handles don't match.  But the handles have been expertly replaced with what I believe are
1970-correct "black plastic/metal strap" type.  My theory (based on the above evidence) is that the
1966-ish owner of this cab sent it back to have blown speakers replaced in 1970, probably
replacing the handles at the same time. Everything else on this is so clean, it probably wasn't a
cab that's gotten a full restoration or anything. Since I can't imagine an owner exercising their
warranty would have wanted to downgrade from any other more expensive speaker offerings that
they'd intially paid for, it seems safe to assume this could originally have been offered as part of
either the C895 or C595 packages, the only sets listed in the 1966 catalog that have CTS in a
2x15 format, correct?  By all means, please correct me if I'm mistaken!

Anyway, I've been obsessed the past few weeks, delighted by discovering the history of Kustom,
finally wrapping my head around their catalog offerings and eras, ogling all the beautiful examples
out there, but most importatly, absolutely loving this amplifier.  

I've written about it pretty extensively elsewhere, with pics, describing the teardown and refurb, so
if a bunch of gut shots.  If you're into that sort of thing, you can check the longer version out on
OffsetGuitars.com.  (I'm too new here to post links, so I'll trust you to find the thread in the "Amps"
section over there, it's the only Kustom one from August of 2021, and I have the same username. 
8) )

I'm taking this amp to the grave. I may even get a 3x15 to get buried in. Cascade, preferably. So
thank you all for letting me share my enthusiasm for this rugged beast.  It deserves to roar.

Glad to be on-board, thanks again for all the resources you've left for archaeologists like me, I'm
proud to be joining such a cool kommunity.

Subject: Re: New Kustom Owner - K200B-1 & "No Port" Frankie 2-12 Cab
Posted by stevem on Wed, 18 Aug 2021 09:51:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hello and welcome!

How have you determined that there's a missing resistor?

Also what cabinet are we truly talking about here since your title is 2-12", yet. You speak of 2-15"
in the message body?

Info wise what I can tell you is that during that era CTS drivers that Kustom used where for Bass.
The 2-12" cabinets where wired for the 8 ohm load that the K100 amps needed by means of 16
ohm drivers wired in parallel.

2-15" cabinets of the K200b-_ series  era also came wired for a 8 ohm load even though the amp
wants a 4 ohm load to output its full 100 watts.
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Subject: Re: New Kustom Owner - K200B-1 & "No Port" Frankie 2-15 Cab
Posted by MrShake on Wed, 18 Aug 2021 12:42:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thanks, it's great to be here!

I confess, I feel like a dope - my enthusiasm must have scrambled my proofreading abilities.  It's
definitely a 2-15, NOT a 2-12.  A typo on my part.  I've been a guitar gearhead long enough,
apparently typing "15" is new to muscle memory.  There are 2 15" CTS speakers, marked 16
ohms each (parallel wiring), each dated to Feb 1970 (137-7006).  I'll be happy to post links to a
batch of pictures as soon as I'm able to do so.

If anyone with authority would be able to change the thread title to 2-15 if needed, please do, I feel
like a n00b!

The missing component on the power section board in the head is definitely missing because the
legs to the component are still on the board, it's just been clipped!  I noticed when I opened it up to
clean the chassis out.  The size and shape of the legs (with that little bent shape) certainly seem
like they belonged to one of those round orange disk capacitors. I'm new to serious schematics,
so I'm still diagnosing what part that would be listed as.  But it's almost immediately after the blue
preamp board wires connect to the rear power board.  (Detail pics available in that
OffsetGuitars.com thread, will post here when I can.)

So far, I haven't noticed anything affected functionally, but with this head having clearly been
worked on over the years, I'd love to determine the what and why of the removal in case I
encounter any problems later.  Could it have to do with the conversion of the RCA tape output to a
pair of 1/4" jacks?

Thanks again for the reply and the opportunity to correct myself and clarify!  Always looking
forward to learning more, and playing this constantly in the meantime!

Subject: Re: New Kustom Owner - K200B-1 & "No Port" Frankie 2-12 Cab
Posted by MrShake on Wed, 18 Aug 2021 12:43:16 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

(Sorry, browser glitch double post.  I'll take a few minutes this morning and figure out how to use
the internet properly!)

Subject: Re: New Kustom Owner - K200B-1 & "No Port" Frankie 2-12 Cab
Posted by stevem on Wed, 18 Aug 2021 13:50:55 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I went to that site to look at your amp, but I can't make out what cap your talking about.

What I can make out is unfortunately the fuse holder added to the front panel, the added fan(
that's good) and the added 1/4" jack on the rear which is likely a preamp out or a attenuated line
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out off of the speaker jack.

I am assuming that Time electronics in NJ did those mod's and he knows what he is doin, so all
should be well in that regard.

That's one of the dirtiest amps I have every seen, other then one I worked on that was in a flood!

Just so you know pictures can not be posted up to this site.

Subject: Re: New Kustom Owner - K200B-1 & "No Port" Frankie 2-12 Cab
Posted by MrShake on Wed, 18 Aug 2021 19:36:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

All of that is great info, thanks!  And haha, yeah, it was pretty scuzzy, so I was very excited when
it fired up the first time!

Your comment actually intrigues me, as I was going to ask about it anyway - it sounds like you're
familiar with Time Electronics.  I was sad to discover during my investigation into the amp that
Rich from T.E. had passed a few years ago. I take it from your phrasing that his work was known
around these parts?  Can anyone share any of their experiences? Maybe some of the preamp
and output mods to my head were done to others' amps?  I would have loved to be in touch and
pick his brain.  He seemed like a really interesting guy.

But it sounds like you've got confidence in his work, which is awesome!

Subject: Re: New Kustom Owner - K200B-1 & "No Port" Frankie 2-15 Cab
Posted by MrShake on Mon, 23 Aug 2021 14:55:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Well, after some amateur forensics, I was able to figure out that most likely, the weird "missing
part" was an aborted or undone attempt at siphoning out preamp signal, maybe to the second
"tape out" jack.  It appears to have been undone and then redone more properly, so I'm just glad
to see that there's nothing missing that was there to begin with!  Once I pass enough posts to post
links, I'd be happy to link to some photos I took of the process, as well as some detail shots of the
2x15 cab as well.
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